[Lamellar Inclusion Bodies in the Retinal Pigment Epithelium of Diurnal Rodents].
The ultrastructure of the retinal pigment epithelium of a diurnal rodent (Brandt's vole) was described taking into account 1) the functions of the pigment epithelium as a participant in the renewal of photoreceptor outer segment and. 2) digestion of outer segment membranes into phagosomes of the retinal pigment epithelium. The myeloid bodies were observed after exposure of the pigment epithelium to light (200 lux, 4 hours) and darkness (0,1 lux, 1,5-hour). In the cytoplasm of the pigment epithelium of the vole no myeloid bodies were observed. Instead of it small lamellar bodies, which have the spiral form and size (from - 200 to 400 nm) were found. The structure of these lamellar bodies was described. Furthermore, the structures, which were presumably responsible for the transport of the digested material, were revealed. The evidence of it is the presence of 1) dense precipitate in the apical domain of the pigment epithelium and 2) microtubules which participate in transport of this precipitate.